tne religion or   ivia-ni, ana  it  seems   LU  iiitvc   uccu
shortly after this that he finished his studies at Carthage and returned to Thagaste. Monica was profoundly troubled about his lapse. She seems to have accepted his companion without a murmur, but the descent into heresy was an unpardonable depth. She refused to sit at the same table with him, and it seems likely (Contra Academicos, ii. 3) that he lived with his patron Romanianus. But Monica was soon happily released from the painful duty her conscience had imposed. She was assured in a dream, that happy and familiar medium of celestial communications, that Augustine would one day return to Christianity. That seems to have quite removed the sting of the actual sin. She found further consolation in the well-known assurance of a bishop, whom she vainly begged to argue with her son (< he said I had already given much trouble to the unlearned by my questions,' says Augustine), that ' the child of those tears could not perish.' From that date Monica entered upon the long and passionate devotion to her son's conversion which has earned